
Thc Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Commuruciriono Commissia 

Washinpa D C 203S4 

Dear Chairman Powell. 

445 12'Smcr. S.W. 

We wish to bnng to your menrion significant new evidence relevant to the Fedenl 
Communicarions Commission's (FCC) recent decision to weaken its media ownershrp rules 
Anached is a July 25,2003, lcner &om the Vice ResidentIGcneral Manager of WDAF-TVICOX 4. a 
Fax Network owned and operated television station. The lencr confirnu what many of us in 
Congnss hare long suspecred the r.-workr -- nor the managm of their awned and operated srarions 
-- makc a11 program decisions for network owned and operarcd sxations. 

The Iener. in response to a riewcr complaint about the content of a FOX network program. 
candidly admiw- 'The Ncnvork not WAF-TV4, decides what goes on rhc air for the Fox Owned 
and Operated Telemslon Smtions '* This sratcment, of course, dirmly conrmdicrs BSS~RION by the 
major networks to rhc Canmission and to Members of Congress mat the lucal mamgecn of there 
stations are anuned IO the needs and merests of local viewers and can preempt nelwork pmgams 
they believe to be inappropriate for viewers in their local communities. The letter makes a mockery 
of "localism" and underscores why Congress inlually allocated broadcast s p c c m  10 diveme 
inrercsls in order to betta serve the ne& of local communities It also confirms That allowing 
networks to acquire stations in new markets. as the Commimon did in increasing the national 
television ownership cap to 45 percent. will furrher dimmish rhe number of relcvirron srarionr h t  
have the abilio to broadcast programs consisrent with the values and rasres of rhc Communitiss they 
SCTVC. 

We undcrsrand that panics will be asking the FCC IO reconsider its ill-advwcd decision Io 
w s a k n  ITS national nudin ownaship rules. and wc cxpccr rhc July 2s lmer IO be afforded significant P weicht 1n rhc FCC's delibenrions. Accordingly, we request rharrhis correrpondencr: be placed in 
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Anachmenl 

cc The Honorable Knrhlecn Abernarhy, Cornmissioner 
F e d d  Communications Commission 

The Honorable Kevm Manm, Commissioner 
Federal Cornrnunicarions Commission 

The Honorable Michael Coppa. Commissioner 
Fcdcral Cornmunicanons Commission 

The Honorable Jonarhm Adelstern, Commtsioner 
Fsdcral Communicanons Commrtsioa 
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